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The Manitoba Council for International Cooperation
would like to thank:
All the teachers and students who participated in this year’s Generating Momentum for our World:
Making the Grade conference. We look forward to hearing about all of the activities that students
and teachers plan after the conference!
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Lao Jaw (Cape Dorset, Nunavut, Canada)
Our Facilitators:
Geoff Heath (Silkscreening)
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Shannon Guile (Theatre)
Meghan Sprung (Public Speaking)
Facility:
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111 Gilmour St.
Morden, MB
MCIC staff:

Rebecca Irving
Sumeep Bath
Michelle Schram
Contact us:
Rebecca Irving or Michelle Schram
Youth Engagement Coordinators
Manitoba Council for International Cooperation
302-280 Smith St.
Winnipeg, MB R3C 1K2
Ph: (204) 987-6420
Fax: (204) 956-0031
youth@mcic.ca
www.mcic.ca
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About MCIC
The Manitoba Council for International Cooperation is a coalition of organizations involved in
international development, who are committed to:
 Respect, empowerment and self-determination for all peoples;
 Development that protects the world’s environment; and
 Global understanding, cooperation and social justice.
MCIC’s mission as a coordinating structure is to promote public awareness of international development
issues, to foster member interaction, and to administer funds for international development.

MCIC’s programs for youth






Generating Momentum for Our World
‘Are You More Concerned About a Better World Than a 7th Grader?’ interactive game show
Move Your World Theatre Project
Fair Trade Manitoba
Global Citizenship awards (High School)

MCIC’s Vision
Manitobans- Working Together as Global Citizens

MCIC Members
Accountable Development Works
Canada World Youth/Jeunesse Canada Monde
Canadian Catholic Organization for
Development and Peace
Canadian Crossroads International
Canadian Humanitarian
Canadian Lutheran World Relief
Canadian Multicultural Disability Centre
Canadian Physicians for Aid & Relief
Canadian Red Cross Society
CHF
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee
CODE
Co-operative Development Foundation
CUSO-VSO
Emmanuel International Canada
Engineers Without Borders
HOPE International Development Agency
International Child Care
International Development Enterprises
Marquis Project
MATCH International
Mennonite Central Committee Manitoba
Mennonite Economic Development Associates
Nicaraguan Children's Fund

Osu Children's Library Fund
People to People
Plan Canada
Primates World Relief and Development Fund
Save the Children - Canada
SIM - Canada
UNICEF Canada – Prairie Region
United Church of Canada
USC - Canada
WUSC - World University Service of Canada
World Relief Canada
World Vision Canada
YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg
AFFILIATE MEMBERS
Canadian Association for Bangladesh
Development
International Institute for Sustainable
Development
Manitoba Interfaith Immigration Council
United Nations Association in Canada –
Winnipeg Branch
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Curriculum Connections
The Generating Momentum for Our World: Making the Grade – Girls and Boys In The Global Classroom
conference and resource kit are designed to fit with the Grade 7 Social Studies Curriculum, however,
there are many connections that can be made to other subject areas and grade levels.
Grade 7 Social Studies – People and Places in the World
Session
Students will .....

Outcome #
S-105
S-307
KC-002
KI-010

Opening Plenary

KH-030
KH-031
KG-033
KP-039
VG-011
S-203

Circuit Session:
Planning and
Promoting

VC-004
KC-004
S-100

Circuit Session:
Leadership

Circuit Session:
Public Speaking
Creative
Workshops
Closing Plenary

S-104
S-400
S-402
S-403
S-309
VI-006

Specific Learning Outcomes
Recognize bias and discrimination and propose solutions.
Compare differing viewpoints regarding global issues.
Describe the impact of various factors on quality of life in Canada
and elsewhere in the world. Examples: access to shelter, food,
water, health care, and education.
Give examples of cultural factors that shape ways of life in a
society of Asia, Africa, or Australasia.
Identify historical events that continue to affect a society of Asia,
Africa, or Australasia. Examples: Colonization, slavery, wars,
disasters ....
Identify historical events that continue to affect a society of
Europe or the Americas.
Identify on a world map the more and less developed nations
and explain why a nation is considered to be more or less
developed.
Give examples of government decisions that affect quality of life.
Value the contributions of international agencies and
humanitarians to quality of life.
Select and use appropriate tools and technologies to accomplish
tasks.
Be willing to take action to support quality of life for people
elsewhere around the world.
Describe ways in which their personal actions may affect quality
of life for people elsewhere in the world.
Collaborate with others to establish and carry out goals and
responsibilities.
Negotiate constructively with others to build consensus and
solve problems.
Listen to others to understand their perspectives.
Persuasively express differing viewpoints regarding an issue.
Present information and ideas orally, visually, concretely, or
electronically.
Interpret information and ideas in a variety of media.
Be willing to broaden personal perspectives and experiences
beyond the familiar.
Review & consolidation

Generating Momentum for Our World: Making the Grade

Conference Resource

4

Youth, Education and Gender: Context
Introducing the Concepts:
Examining education for children around the world is a complex issue—and viewing this through a lens
of gender equity complicates things even more—but it is important to acknowledge that boys and girls
often have very different experiences in trying to access and achieve an education. Understanding the
terms involved are important when explaining these concepts to students:
Gender: The term gender refers to the economic, social and cultural attributes and opportunities
associated with being male or female. It does not necessarily run parallel to the biological and physical
characteristics associated with a person’s sex, but has more to do with the “roles” and “expectations”
laid upon boys and girls, which vary widely among societies and can change over time.
Gender equity: This generally refers to the process of being “fair” to women and men. It is not the same
as “gender equality”, but is the process that leads to gender equality.
Gender equality: Gender equality requires equal enjoyment by women and men of socially-valued
goods, opportunities, resources and rewards. In most cases, the promotion of gender equality involves
the empowerment of women and girls, who tend to be more disadvantaged or excluded in relation to
decision-making and access to resources, in many societies.1
Looking at gender equity and equality along with education means taking a look at how boys and girls
experience different challenges and/or advantages in going to school and achieving an education. This
varies throughout different parts of the developing world, though we see an overwhelming trend of
many barriers for girls in accessing and achieving an education. However, it is more likely that boys will
never enroll in school than girls in places like Bangladesh, Brazil and South Africa. This may be due to
trends such as more demand for boys to engage in labour at a young age, pressures to help the family in
work or business, or education being seen as more “feminine”. Although the “gender gap” is slowly
closing for many countries that are working towards gender equality in education, there is much more
that could be done to level the playing field.
Explaining these concepts to students can be difficult, but making comparisons to what they see as
“gender roles” here in Canada, and “gender roles” in other countries can help increase their
understanding of the topic. Acknowledging that there are differences between what girls and boys are
expected to do in different cultures is important, but so is the acknowledgement that education is a
Universal Human Right and one of the Rights of the Child as declared by the members of the United
Nations. Education and gender equality are also major components of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs), the established targets created by world leaders in 2000 in the creation of a “blueprint”
for a better world. The following two goals and accompanying targets are the most relevant to youth,
education and gender.

1

“Promoting Gender Equality”, UNFPA
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Millenium Development Goal #2:
The second Millennium Development Goal, or MDG, is: Achieve universal
primary education, and to ensure that, by 2015, children everwhere, boys
and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling.
The Progress:
 Since 1999, the number of children of primary school age who are
out of school has dropped by 33 million.
 The gender gap has narrowed for education in many countries.
The Challenges:
 There are still 69 million children around the world who are not
enrolled in school.
 55% of these out-of-school children are girls.
 Most of them live in sub-Saharan Africa or Southern Asia.
 At this rate, the slowdown in progress in enrolments will mean that in 2015 there will be more
children out of school than there are today.
Enrolling children in primary school is one part of the solution—but ensuring that these children finish
primary school and have opportunities to go on to secondary school is another! There are too many
children that drop out of primary school without achieving basic literacy and numeracy skills.
Achieving this goal also requires the recruitment of many more teachers, and providing the
infrastructure and resources for them to provide a quality education for children. In sub-Saharan Africa
alone, 3.8 million teachers will have to be recruited by 2015 if MDG #2 is to be achieved.

Millenium Development Goal #3:
The third MDG is: Promote gender equality and empower women, with a
target of eliminating gender disparity in primary and secondary education,
preferably by 2005, and in all levels of education no later than 2015.
The Progress:
 In the developing regions as a whole, 95 girls were enrolled in
primary school for every 100 boys in 2007, compared to 91 in 1999.
 Two-thirds of developing countries have achieved gender parity
(equal numbers of boys and girls) in primary education.
 We are on track to achieve gender parity in primary education by
2015.
The Challenges:
 The world did not reach the target of achieving gender parity in primary and secondary
education by 2005.
 Still over 100 countries that have yet to reach the target by 2015.
 Girls’ enrolment will have to double by 2015 to achieve the target.2
For more information on these or the other 6 MDGs, visit: www.un.org/millenniumgoals
2

The Millennium Development Goals Report, United Nations, 2009.
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Education as a Human Right:
Education is also declared a universal human right in Article 26 of the United Nations’ Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The UN’s Convention on the Rights of the Child also recognizes the right of
the child to education, under Article 28, including the right of the child to free and compulsory primary
education.

Education for All:
The Global Campaign for Education is a civil society movement that aims to end the global education
crisis and to hold governments accountable for their promises repeatedly made to provide Education for
All. This coalition of people and organizations got together in Dakar, Senegal in 2000, and set a series of
goals called the Education for All agenda for 2015, which follows but extends further the targets set for
education by the Millennium Development Goals. See this Framework for Action here:
http://www.unesco.org/education/efa/ed_for_all/dakfram_eng.shtml
Resources:
The Global Campaign for Education has some great resources, such as:
 “Back to School? The Worst Places to be a School Child in 2010” report – a “report card” of
some of the most disadvantaged areas in the world for opportunities in education, including a
ranking of donor countries in addressing these challenges.
http://www.campaignforeducation.org/docs/reports/1goal/1Goal%20School%20Report.pdf
 Educator’s Guide to the Millennium Development Goals (TakingITGlobal) –Curriculum and
resource guide that aims to orient teachers to the possibilities for youth action around the
MDGs.
http://www.oneworldyouthproject.org/pdfs/Educators%20Guide%20to%20the%20MDGs.pdf
 Millennium Development Goals Comic Series: MDG #2: Achieve Universal Primary Education
(Saskatchewan Council for International Cooperation) – Contact scic@web.ca to order.
Ideas for Action:
1. Play MCIC’s gameshow, Are You More Concerned About a Better World Than a 7th Grader?, the
full length version on MDGs. Contact MCIC for a Do-It-Yourself Kit, or ask us to host a game at
your school!
2. Global Action Week 2011 is GCE’s biggest annual campaign, and this year will take place from
02-08 May 2011, with a focus on women and girls’ education!
http://www.campaignforeducation.org/resources
The UN has declared 2010-11 the
International Year of Youth! With
the theme of Dialogue and Mutual
Understanding, what better time
to empower your students to learn
about other young people around
the world, and to celebrate youth
taking action as global citizens?
http://social.un.org/youthyear/
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Barriers to Education for Girls and Boys
Poverty
Poverty most often refers to the lack of basic human needs, such as clean water, nutrition, health care,
education, clothing and shelter because of the inability to afford them. The World Bank defines
“extreme” poverty as living on less than USD $1.25 per day3. When families are living in a state of
poverty, often education takes a back seat to the more urgent task of satisfying the needs of food, water
and shelter.4 Even though there is pressure for countries all over the world to make primary education a
free and compulsory right for children, there are many places where parents have to pay high fees for
tuition, uniforms, textbooks, and unfortunately in some cases, helping to fund teachers’ wages. Still,
many governments have been working towards the abolishment of fees associated with sending
children to school.
The recent global food crisis and global economic recession have both hit developing countries hard. In
2008, the number of malnourished people in the world reached 1 billion, as food prices went through
the roof.5 In sub-Saharan Africa, the economic crisis alone has caused a loss of US$4.6 billion annually
(2009 & 2010) in education financing, which means a 10% reduction in spending per primary school
pupil. The global recession has also had an effect on Asian countries such as Nepal, where 1 out of 3
families is regularly removing children from school, is disastrous. These out-of-school children then
often end up exposed to risks such as work-related dangers, among other things.6
Poverty exacerbates the gender divide. Where families are poor and marginalized, they often tend to
send their boys to school before girls. Girls are often seen as more of an advantage in helping around
the household, doing domestic chores, agricultural work, etc., and sometimes boys are favoured in
gaining an education because they are seen as the ones who will eventually get employment. In
Pakistan, for example, there is no significant gender gap for the wealthiest urban households, but only
one-third of girls from the poorest households are in school.7
Also, women and girls make up 3/5 of the world’s 1 billion poorest people. The children of women who
are poor and illiterate are less likely to enroll in school and become literate themselves, and to break the
cycle of poverty by gaining employment. Therefore, the value of educating girls is a life-long benefit—for
their own families, and the wider world in general!

3

Adjusted for Purchasing Power Parity (PPP)
MDG Report, 2009.
5
FAO, 2008.
6
“UNGEI At 10: A Journey to Gender Equality in Education.” United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative, May 2010.
7
“Because I Am a Girl: The State of the World’s Girls 2009, Girls in the Global Economy: Adding it All Up”, Plan
Canada, 2009.
4
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Resources:
 “A Deeper Look at Poverty” (CHF) – A lesson plan through which students explore the many
criteria and components of life that can contribute to poverty.
http://www.chf-partners.ca/global-education-program/education/lessons-7-10/a-deeper-lookat-poverty.html
 Video: “Beat Poverty: We’ve Got What it Takes!” (World Vision Canada) - This inspiring video
addresses issues of hunger, poverty and health. It also challenges youth to take action in their
own lives.
http://www.worldvision.ca/Education-and-Justice/EducationalResources/Documents/WeHaveWhatItTakes.wmv
Ideas for Action:
1. Play the Poverty Station in Making the Grade: The Game (MCIC) – This simulation activity,
which challenges students in thinking about the difficult decisions families have to make when
living in a state of poverty, could be facilitated by your participating students to raise awareness
for other students at your school! All resources included on “Making the Grade” CD-ROM.
2. Support fair trade – by purchasing these products you are contributing to a system that
guarantees a fair wage to producers in developing countries.
3. Fundraising campaigns, scholarships (See What You Can Do section)
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Child Labour
Child labour is one of the main obstacles to education. It is important that “child labour” be
distinguished from “child work”. Child labour refers to work that is mentally, physically, socially or
morally dangerous and harmful to children, and interferes with their schoolwork. On the other hand,
child “work” could include activities that do not fall into this category, such as helping their parents
around the home, on the family farm, etc.8



There are an estimated 218 million child labourers worldwide.
More than 35% of boys and girls engaged in child labour are working for 21 hours or more per
week, making it very difficult or impossible for children to also attend school.

Much of what is considered child labour consists of agricultural work, mostly done by children in rural
areas. Almost 9% of child labour is in the manufacturing industry, where children work in factories or
workshops, sometime set up at the household where child labour monitoring cannot detect this illegal
form of work. Forced or bonded labour is quite common, in which children are working, often for free,
to help pay off their parent’s indebtedness. Usually, this is not the preferred choice of the parent to
have their children engage in this work; it is simply necessary to support a family in poverty.9 Around 1
million children are working as a result of child trafficking today, which often involves children moving
away from their families to cities or other areas in search of work.10 For example, there has been a
history of child trafficking in the cocoa industry of West Africa, where children from Ghana are often
sent to nearby Cote d’Ivoire to work on cocoa plantations under dangerous circumstances.11 In these
cases, the children are not attending school at all and are exploited in many ways.
In most developing countries, it is more common for boys to be engaged in child labour than girls. As
mentioned above, the expectations of work can affect boys’ enrolment in school in comparison to girls.
However, many girls are also involved in child labour
(2/3 in agriculture), and also often have more “unseen”
duties. The “triple burden” of girls refers to girls often
having the three roles of having to work a paying job to
help make money for their family, on top of the
expectation that they will help around the home with
various chores, and lastly, taking the time to attend
school and do schoolwork.
For example, in the Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
poor rural girls spend just over 2 hours a day studying
and 5 hours working, on average. Meanwhile, young
boys spend slightly more time than girls in remunerated
(paid) employment, while young girls spend more than
twice as much time as boys on household activities.
Therefore, girls from the poorest households are less
likely than boys to combine school and work, and more
likely to be out of school.12
8

“Defining Child Labour.” International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour, ILO, 2010.
“Give Girls a Chance: Tackling Child Labour, a Key to the Future.” International Programme on the Elimination of
Child Labour, ILO, 2009.
10
IPEC, ILO, 2009.
11
Newman, Tim. “New Evidence of Trafficking, Child, Forced Labour in Cocoa”, End Human Trafficking, 2010.
12
“EFA Global Monitoring Report 2010: Reaching the Marginalized”, UNESCO, 2010.
9
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Did You Know…
 75% of the world’s soccer balls are made in Pakistan. Many Pakistani children between the ages
of 4-14 have been working in the soccer ball industry for up to 11 hours a day, suffering from
health problems and often unable to go to school.
 In Uzbekistan, tens of thousands of children pick cotton, and are often recruited directly from
schools for this work. They receive at most 3-4 cents/kilo for an item sold at US$1.15/kilo.13
 In West Africa there are 284 000 children working in hazardous conditions on cocoa farms.
o 66% of child cocoa workers in the Ivory Coast do not attend school.
o Most don’t even know what chocolate tastes like.14
Resources:
 “Anil’s Story” (Teachers.tv) – brief downloadable video, a young boy talks about his working life
in India. A parent discusses the difficult challenges in sending all children to school.
o http://www.teachers.tv/videos/lesson-starters-child-labour-in-india-anil-story
 “The Challenge to Make Chocolate Child Labour Free” – A 3-part documentary about child
labour in the cocoa plantations of West Africa. Includes an interview of a young cocoa child
labourer.
o http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FRG6NMVKHDs
 Global March Against Child Labour - http://www.globalmarch.org/resourcecentre/
 Fair Trade Manitoba’s Consumer Guide – Find out what fair trade products are available in
Manitoba and where to buy them! http://www.fairtrademanitoba.ca/
Ideas for Action:
1. Support fair trade, a system of trade in which child labour is not used. Talk to MCIC about
making your school more fair trade-friendly!
2. Play the Child Labour station in Making the Grade: The Game (MCIC) – Students can learn
about how many children have to work instead of going to school, and how girls also do much
domestic work.

13
14

“Cotton in Uzbekistan”, Environmental Justice Foundation, 2010.
“Fair Trade Cocoa Campaign”, Global Exchange, 2010.
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Lack of Clean Water & Sanitation



1.2 billion people worldwide are without access to clean, safe water
2.6 billion people worldwide are without access to sanitation

Lack of clean, safe water for drinking and cooking, and lack of sanitation (prevention of human contact
with the hazards of wastes) affects the lives of many people living in the Global South. For many, the
problem is access; either unable to access clean water due to geographic location, or economic barriers.
For example, in parts of South Africa water has been privatized, making it difficult for low income
families to purchase the ‘cards’ used to access water out of the pipes. Meanwhile, areas that lack
sanitation experience issues around health, safety and privacy.
Water, Sanitation, Education and Gender:
It is women and girls who suffer most from a lack of freshwater and private sanitation facilities. Women
and girls have to fetch and manage water for family and other uses and are most often the caregivers
for those who fall ill. On average, they walk a distance of six kilometers each day, carrying 20 litres of
water.
The closer girls live to a water source, the more often they attend school. In Tanzania, when girls live
within 15 minutes from a water source, their school attendance is 12% higher. If schools lack adequate
sanitation facilities, girls will often not attend, especially when they reach adolescent age and privacy
and safety is most important. In Bangladesh, after a UNICEF program improved school sanitation
facilities, the number of girls attending rose by 11%.15
Resources:
 IDE Canada – MCIC member organization dedicated to lifting the world’s poorest people out of
poverty by harnessing the power of the market. Working on many projects to improve water
and sanitation for people in various countries in the Global South.
http://www.ide-canada.org/
 Ryan’s Well – This organization works in developing countries to help with water and sanitation
projects. Resources are available for educators and youth.
http://www.ranswell.ca/
 “Water Rights and Wrongs” (UNDP) – A summary on the world’s water and sanitation issues, as
told by youth. Includes statistics and stories.
http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/water_rights_and_wrongs_english.pdf
Ideas for Action:
1. Play the Water and Sanitation station in Making the Grade: The Game (MCIC) – This part of the
simulation game educates students about how water and sanitation problems most often affect
girls, and their ability to go to school.
2. Play “Are You More Concerned About a Better World Than a 7th Grader?”, Water edition
(MCIC) – Host this fun and educational gameshow at an assembly or other event at your school
to raise awareness about world water issues! Contact MCIC for a copy of this resource.
3. Host a Water Walk – Walk in solidarity with girls and women in the developing world who have
to travel great distances to collect water, and raise awareness while doing so!
See WaterCan’s resources for more info:
http://www.watercan.com/whatyoucando/walkforwater.htm
15

“Water Rights and Wrongs.” UNDP, 2007.
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Illiteracy




Four years of education is the minimum required for basic literacy.
Literacy is one of the most neglected of all education goals, with about 1 billion adults lacking
literacy skills today. Two-thirds are women.
In some African countries, fewer than half of girls aged 15 to 24 are able to read a simple
sentence after 3 years of primary school.16

Literacy, or the ability to read and write, is a crucial part of education and human development in
general. A child’s chances of becoming literate may be influenced by factors such as the quality of
education, familiarity with the language being taught in schools, and whether they are able to go to
school at all. Those that have less than 2 years in school are now indicated as being in “extreme
education poverty”. In the Dominican Republic, Ecuador and Guatemala, fewer than half of grade 3
students had more than very basic reading skills.17
Illiteracy most often affects girls and women, children from low-income families, and speakers of a
different language than that being taught in school. In many developing countries, girls often
experience less attention from teachers in school than boys, and if their parents are illiterate then they
are even less likely to learn to read and write easily. A child born to a mother who can read is 50% more
likely to survive past the age of five.18 Further, indigenous peoples and others who do not speak the main
language taught in schools are disadvantaged. In Guatemala, Spanish speakers spend an average of 6.7
years in school, while minority Q’echi’ speakers average only 1.8 years.
Resources:
 CODE Canada works with local organizations in
developing countries to promote education. Project
CODE is their website for youth:
http://www.projectcode.ca/
 “The Big Read” was the Global Campaign for Education’s
2009 Global Action Week campaign, contains great
stories from children and adults around the world.
http://www.cgce.ca/secondary/
Ideas for Action:
1. Support the Osu Children’s Library Fund, a Winnipeg-based
organization that helps build libraries, provide books, and
gives opportunities for non-literate adults to gain basic
literacy skills.
http://www.osuchildrenslibraryfund.ca/
16

“Because I am a Girl: The State of the World’s Girls 2009, Girls in the global economy: adding it all up.” Plan,
2009.
17
Ibid.
18
1Goal: Education for All, GCE, 2009.
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Conflict and Disasters




About 14 million children around the world have been forcibly displaced by conflict.19
About 1/3 of the world’s 69 million out-of-school children live in only 20 conflict-affected
countries20
There are at least 250 000 boys and girls associated with armed groups and forces throughout
the world.21

Conflicts, war and disasters are a major determinant of girls and boys achieving an education in some
parts of the world. Conflict alone is displacing millions of children and their families, often within
countries or across borders, into education systems lacking the most rudimentary education facilities.
Further, there are significant adverse effects of trauma from post-conflict on a child’s learning. For some
children, their involvement in conflict is more direct. At the end of 2007, child soldiers were directly
involved in armed confrontations in 17 countries, including Afghanistan, Chad, Somalia and the Sudan.
In Somalia, the Transitional Federal Government has reportedly recruited over 1000 children into its
armed forces, most of them directly from schools.22
How are Girls and Boys Affected by Conflict?
Depending on the context, boys and girls can be affected differently by conflict, though the gap is not as
wide as one might think. In Afghanistan, 670 schools were closed in early 2009 because of security
threats, which resulted in depriving 170 000 children of education. Many Girls’ Schools in the country
have been targeted by the Taliban, both to challenge authority and to assert values that are hostile to
equal opportunity in education. In Pakistan in 2008,
Taliban leaders in the Swat district ordered a ban on
women teachers and girls’ education. As a result, 900
schools closed or stopped admitting girls. 120 000
girls were withdrawn from school due to the fear
created by the decree.23
Perhaps surprisingly, up to 40% of the children
involved in conflicts around the world today are
girls.24 Gender roles of child soldiers are not
necessarily ‘cut and dry’, and many girls actively
engage in fighting, as well as the historical roles of
domestic workers, cooks and porters. Also, many girls
and young women will experience social stigma or
rejection if they return to their communities.25

19

Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2010: Reaching the marginalized, UNESCO, 2010.
EFA, 2010.
21
“Give Girls a Chance: Tackling child labour, a key to the future.” International Program on the Elimination of
Child Labour, ILO, 2009.
22
EFA, 2010.
23
Ibid.
24
“Forgotten Girls: Casualties of War.”, Executive Summary. Save the Children, 2005.
25
“Child Soldiers: Challenging sensational stereotypes.” Christina Clark. Hunger Notes.
20

Generating Momentum for Our World: Making the Grade

Conference Resource

14

Still, boys are often the primary targets for recruitment into conflict. These children are therefore taken
out of school, perhaps never to return to gain an education. Children who are displaced due to conflict
often end up living in refugee camps, and if education is offered there, it is usually lacking in resources
and of a poorer quality than at their former schools.
The Effects of Disasters on Girls and Boys and their Education
We have seen an increase in the number of natural disasters affecting countries in the Global South in
recent years—such as the typhoon in the Philippines, the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile, and flooding in
Pakistan. Recovering from these major disasters usually means putting survival and basic needs before
education, and girls and women also take on many related responsibilities to help their families. For
example, in earthquake-affected areas of Pakistan, girls in remote, mountainous and conservative
communities had limited access to education—
many girls and women were forced into new
income-generating roles.26 After the earthquakes
in Haiti, over 4200 schools were destroyed or
deemed unsafe. Two and a half million Haitian
children were left without any school to go to.
The rebuilding of infrastructure and livelihoods in
the aftermath of disaster can be a long process,
severely affecting a child’s access to education.
Resources:
 Even Wars Have Limits (Canadian Red Cross) Find educators’ resources, videos, and youth
resources related to conflict and its effects on children.
http://www.redcross.ca/article.asp?id=26023&tid=006
 Making Sense of World Conflicts (Oxfam) – Lessons in this resource helps investigate the
complex subject of conflict with students aged 13-17.
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/education/resources/making_sense_of_world_conflict/
 “Back to School in Haiti: A Second Chance for Girls after the Quake” (Plan Canada) In this short
online video, Plan interviews some Haitian girls who were able to return to school after the
recent earthquake.
http://plancanada.ca/Page.aspx?pid=2417
Ideas for Action:
1. See “Activities to Raise Awareness” in Children Affected by War Toolkit, found on Even Wars
Have Limits (CRC) page listed above.
2. Through our Manitoba Government Matching Grant Program (MGMGP) MCIC, with funding
from the Manitoba Government, facilitates many overseas projects through member
organizations to support people in war-affected and disaster-affected areas of the Global South.
For examples, see the Burundi Project and Educational and Psychological Support for Children
in War projects listed under “MCIC Members’ Youth/Education/Gender Projects”, pgs. 21-22;
Also see the projects funded through our Relief and Rehabilitation Fund, which helps MCIC
member agencies support communities as they respond to the effects of disasters, at:
http://mcic.ca/projects/c/relief-and-rehabilitation-fund/
26

UNGEI at 10: A journey to gender equality in eduation. UNGEI, May 2010.
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Poverty, child labour, lack of clean water and sanitation, illiteracy, and conflict and disasters, are some
of the major barriers to achieving education and gender equality, but there are many more, including:
lack of teachers, lack of government support for education, disability, HIV/AIDs and other diseases, and
some cultural customs. However, there are many positive things happening to address these challenges
– see ideas for action and resources below!

What You Can Do In Your School and Community
Below is a list of ideas to help raise awareness and take action on global education and gender issues!
Creativity is encouraged so if you have a new idea that is not on the list please feel free to combine,
change, invent or pursue another idea!
Good luck and we look forward to hearing about your plans!
Raise Awareness:
 Put posters up in your school
 Make buttons and wear them!
 Write an article for your school or community newspaper
 Start a blog
 Create a podcast or radio show
 Create a video
 Get permission to make a mural in a public place
 Create a theatre piece or skit
 Organize a workshop or assembly to educate students or the public:
o Classroom presentations
o Movies/Films (See Resource Section for Ideas)
o Special guest speakers
o Simulation games
 Play “Are You More Concerned About A Better World Than A 7th Grader” in your school
 Tie in the UN International Year of Youth to your awareness activities, and note how young
people all over the world are taking action on important issues!
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/index.html
Create Change at your School / In your Community:
 Start up a reading-buddy program at your school, where middle years students are paired up
with younger students as ‘literacy mentors’. Set aside time to read together at school!
 Have a Fair Trade bake sale, which educates consumers about fair trade food products.
 Use Fair Trade products (eg. chocolate) for school and community fundraisers.
 Start a group at your school that promotes equal opportunities for girls and boys.

Note: When you are using pictures in posters, printed materials or presentations, think
about what message the picture sends! Sometimes people use pictures that show people
as desperate or helpless – is that how you would like to be viewed?
See the Atlantic Council for International Cooperation’s website on ethical images for
more:
http://www.acic-caci.org/ethicalimages/downloads/EthicalImgSlideShw.pdf
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Support an Organization Working on Education and Gender Issues:
 Choose an organization to support at your school. (See the list of MCIC members working on
Education/Gender issues or call MCIC (204) 987-6420)
 Hold a fundraiser, here are some fundraising ideas:
 Concert
 Talent Show
 Garage Sale
 Bake Sale
 Art exhibit
 Supper
 Silent Auction
 Hair Shaving/dying
 Winter/summer/spring/fall fair
 BBQ’s
 School Dance
 Book sales
 Coffee house
 Photo Exhibit
 Create and sell a cook book or calendar
 Sell Fair Trade Chocolate bars (contact MCIC for an information package)
 Fashion show
Promoting the Rights of Others:
 Create a banner and invite students to sign it
 Organize a meeting with local politicians.
 Create a petition and get as many students, teachers, parents, friends, organizations,
community members and politicians to sign it. Present it to the local media or politicians (or
anyone else you have in mind)
 Take part in the Canadian Global Campaign for Education’s Global Action Week 2010: Women
and Girls’ Education runs from May 2-8, 2011. In “The Big Story”, CGCE will be connecting stories
from and about the importance of women and girls’ education.
http://www.cgce.ca/gaw-about
 Join the Global Campaign for Education’s 1Goal: Education for All campaign, and call on world
leaders to provide education for 69 million children worldwide by 2015.
http://www.join1goal.org/
 Take part in CODE Canada’s “Project Love”, in which students can raise funds to purchase school
supplies, write a personal letter and assemble their kits. Teachers that register their class also
receive a package with curriculum connections. Why not do it around Valentine’s Day?
http://www.codecan.org/en/get-involved/project-love
 Check out CODE’s “Adopt a Library” project, where you can choose the location, pick a name,
and gain support. Provides children overseas with the furniture and books they need for a place
to read.
http://www.codecan.org/get-involved
 Host an event for WUSC’s “Shine a Light” campaign, which supports refugee girls’ education
through the purchase of solar lamps for girls to study with, remedial education and school
supplies, and scholarships.
http://shinealight.wusc.ca
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Resources
Online Videos
“Making the Grade: Girls and Boys in the Global Classroom” by MCIC. Included on Conference Resource
CD, also available online at: www.generatingmomentum.com and www.mcic.ca, as well as Youtube.com
“The Girl Effect” by The Girl Effect – See a short animated video that explains how a 12-year-old girl can
change the world, and other videos featuring girls from India, Ethiopia and Bangladesh, telling their own
stories.
http://girleffect.org/learn/the-big-picture
“A Day at School with Lin Da” by Mennonite Central Committee’s Global Family Program. Slideshow of
photos shows what a day is like for Lin Da in Cambodia, a girl that is benefiting from MCC’s Global Family
Program.
http://globalfamily.mcc.org/stories/day-school-lin-da
“From Quarry to Classroom” by Mennonite Central Committee’s Global Family Program. Shows a school
benefiting from the Global Family Program in Nepal that was recently built in an isolated quarry area.
See videos from the Global Campaign for Education, promoting their 1Goal: Education for All campaign.
http://www.join1goal.org/videos.php
“What CODE Does” by CODE Canada. Short video explains who CODE Canada is and what they do to
promote education around the world.
http://www.projectcode.ca/code-initiatives/
“Education for All – Still a Dream for Some” by Oxfam. Balkissa is a teacher from Mali who works hard
to get poor children into school, especially girls.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6ayrafDQUc
“Are You the One?” by Plan Canada. Promotional video introducing the Because I Am a Girl campaign.
http://plancanada.ca/Page.aspx?pid=2417
“Schools for Africa – Rwanda – Girls’ Education” Pts. 1 & 2 by UNICEF. Girls in Africa explain how school
is helping them in their lives.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ESHTTFlScQY&feature=channel and
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eDvJE_fLu8&NR=1
“Educate Girls. Change the World.” By UNICEF. Introducing the UN’s Girls’ Education Initiative.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHH_XAN6eqY&feature=channel
“8 Goals for Africa” by the United Nations System in South Africa. This music video is part of an
awareness and advocacy campaign on the 8 MDGs.
http://www.8goalsforafrica.org/

Websites
Canadian Global Campaign for Education:
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The CGCE and the Canadian Teachers’ Federation have produced curriculum materials on Education
Rights and the EFA Goals. Includes provincial curriculum links for Grades 3-6, and curriculum archives for
both elementary and secondary levels. Some of these activities are included as handouts in this kit.
http://www.cgce.ca/curriculum/
CHF:
“The Gender Divide” activity (for Grade 11-12, but adaptable for younger students) – Through this
lesson, students take part in a role-playing exercise to develop a community map from their gender’s
perspectives. The different roles of men and women are explored in terms of social and environmental
implications.
http://www.chf-partners.ca/global-education-program/education/lessons-11-12/the-genderdivide.html
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA):
CIDA has a focus on securing a future for children and youth. Their “Youth Zone” section features
resources on development topics such as: educating girls, child labour and gender equality.
http://www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/acdi-cida/ACDI-CIDA.nsf/eng/JUD-12882713-HSK
CODE:
MCIC member organization that works on development initiatives through education. Resources
include: info about CODE’s programs, annual reports, Ngoma Newsletters, donor updates, project
profiles and interesting articles about education.
http://www.codecan.org/
Girls Discovered:
Global maps of adolescent girls, includes interactive map with educational statistics.
http://www.girlsdiscovered.org/map/education/
The Girl Effect:
Divided into ‘Learn’, ‘Give’ and ‘Share’ sections.
www.girleffect.org
Global Campaign for Education:
Youth stories, statistics, hope and progress, how you can help, news, other resources.
http://www.campaignforeducation.org/
Osu Children’s Library Fund:
MCIC member organization, started by Winnipegger Kathy Knowles. OCLF publications teach Canadian
students about the lives of children in Ghana, while contributing to the fund. Can purchase “Library in a
Bag”, donate to literacy projects in Ghana and other African countries, or contribute to the “Chairs for
Children” campaign.
http://www.osuchildrenslibraryfund.ca
United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative (UNGEI):
Partnership of organizations committed to narrowing the gender gap in primary and secondary
education. Initiatives are driven by MDGs 2 and 3.
http://www.ungei.org/index.php
UNICEF:
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Why can’t all children go to school? Includes real life stories, and ‘girl talk’
http://www.unicef.org/voy/explore/education/explore_education.php
Fatna’s Story – A refugee schoolgirl from Sudan has a chance to learn and build a better future.
http://www.unicef.org/sowc07/profiles/3_fatna.php
Helen’s Story – An eleven-year-old girl from Costa Rica talks about which rights from the Convention of
the Rights of the Child are being violated against girls in education.
http://www.unicef.org/voy/explore/education/explore_158.html
Schools for Africa project – Villagers and UNICEF work together to build local schools and help enroll
more children.
http://www.schoolsforafrica.com/home.htm
United Nations International Year of Youth:
2010-11 is the International Year of Youth.
http://social.un.org/youthyear/
World Literacy Canada:
See the website for more information on WLC’s “Write/Right to Read” national bilingual writing contest
for Grades 4-6. Students create an original story about what they would do to tackle a major global
issue. Deadline is January 14, 2011.
http://www.worldlit.ca/writerighttoread2010.html
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MCIC’s Members’ Youth/Education/Gender
Projects


Burundi Project

Accountable Development Works | Country: Burundi | Amount: $9 414 | Funded in 2009/10
The Burundi Project includes the construction of a youth resource centre in the town of Gasenyi where
war-affected youth will be fed, educated and provided with a safe home environment. An additional 40
youth living with families in the community will also receive food, school fees and school uniforms.


In Support of a More Literate Environment

CODE Canada | Country: Tanzania | Amount: $9 414 | Funded in 2009/2010
In Support of a More Literate Environment, this project will provide local children, their families and
communities with literacy skills for a brighter future. The goal is to ensure development through
education that empowers children to learn.


Madina Community Library

Osu Children’s Library Fund | Country: Ghana | Amount: $9 859| Funded in 2009/2010
The Madina Community Library project involves the construction of a two-story library in Madina,
an under-serviced community in Accra, Ghana. This library will act as a community meeting place and
recreation centre, as well as a centre for learning and literacy.


Scholarship Program to Send Girls to Secondary School

UNICEF Canada | Country: Kenya | Amount: $30 000| Funded in 2009/2010
This Girls Education in Kenya project includes a Scholarship to Send Girls to Secondary School. It
provides girls from rural, nomadic communities in northeastern Kenya with equal opportunities to
compete for placements in universities and other post-secondary training.


Protecting Children and Youth Against Sexual Abuse Exploitation

Plan Canada | Country: Brazil | Amount: $120 000| Funded in 2009/2010
The Protecting Children and Youth Against Sexual Abuse Exploitation project will address online sexual
exploitation of children through the use of communications technology by raising awareness, involving
youth and their families in prevention and policy responses, and creating a Guarantee of Rights
system.
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Helping Marginalized and Vulnerable Populations

YMCA-YWCA of Winnipeg | Country: Mexico | Amount: $10 343 | Funded in 2009/2010
This project will provide migrant or deported youth and children located in Tijuana, Baja California
with shelter, food, clothing, security, reunification with families and medical attention.


Gindo Town Support Centre

Canadian Humanitarian Organization for International Relief | Country: Ethiopia | Amount: $5 000|
Funded in 2009/2010
This project involves the construction of a resource centre for orphaned and vulnerable children living
in Gindo Town, Oromo province. This centre will reach out to children and families in the community
who lack access to basic necessities.


Building of a Primary School for the Children of Ban Non Somboun

School for Kids in Laos, Inc. | Country: Laos | Amount: $5 000| Funded in 2009/2010
This project will give children the opportunity in a rural village to learn basic reading and writing skills
for many years to come. Ban Non Somboun consists of 94 families with low literacy levels who make
their living via subsistence agriculture.


Educational and Psychological Support for Children Affected by War

University of Winnipeg Global College, Institute for Children Affected by War | Country: Uganda |
Amount: $5 000 | Funded in 2009/2010
This project will provide Educational and Psychological Support for Children Affected by War through
the development and implementation of resources and programs to help teachers work effectively with
war-affected children. In collaboration with Makerere University in Kampala, secondary school
teachers’ workshops will be held and resources will be piloted in schools.
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